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By DONNIE MOORHOUSE

Music writer 

SPRINGFIELD - Jeff Pitchell and his band Texas Flood headlined CityBlock at Stearns Square on Thursday night, bringing a little added value and star power with Peter Tork of The Monkees joining the band for several songs. 

After a couple weeks of relatively light attendance, the crowd returned in full force for the show with thousands lining Stearns Square and the adjacent streets, forming lines in and out of the clubs in the entertainment district. 

The celebrity of Tork certainly had something to do with attendance, but that is not to discount the draw of Pitchell who has developed a strong following in the region by playing blues standards, choice covers, and his original material.
After watching Pitchell and Tork on stage, augmented by a very large band which included the three Jeffettes on backing vocals, it becomes evident why these two Connecticut residents may have found a perfect match in each other 

Pitchell can flat out play. He is highly revered locally but still way too underrated. He backs it up with a soulful voice and solid song selection. 

Tork brings star power, and the ability to entertain. He is old school, and handles a stage like a veteran. It doesn't hurt that he can play a little guitar. 

"We are rubbing off on each other," Tork said. "I'm turning into a better guitar player and Jeff is turning into an idiot." 

With Tork, the personality switch is always in the "on" position. 

Pitchell and Texas Flood opened the show, ripping through "Do Right Girl," and admirably covering Santana's "Evil Ways." 

They brought out Tork to play guitar and sing on "Mailbox Blues," and the star of the television show and band known as The Monkees addressed the local crowd. 

"Thank you, Honolulu!" he said. 

Always "on." 

With Tork on harmonica, Pitchell lit into "Whiskey River," and used the song to introduce the members of Texas Flood. 

The group did not ignore the vaunted Monkee catalog, playing a slowed version of "Last Train To Clarksville," and closing with "I'm A Believer." 

The group came out and encored with a cover of Stevie Wonder's "Superstition." Another long line formed at the end of the night as both Pitchell and Tork signed autographs for fans. 

